Smash the Crash: Study of Bird-Window Collisions at University of Rochester

Smash the Crash is a bird-window collision research initiative driven by the University of Rochester students and faculty. We
aim to determine the number and location of collisions on campus. Our work consists of two ongoing investigations: 1) a

monitoring program of ten buildings conducted by a team of trained, dedicated volunteers and 2) a university-wide citizen
science survey that anyone can join anytime.*

o Introduction

The University of Rochester is considered a hot spot for window collisions. Leading models of bird-
window collisions predict that, on average, 716 birds will die annually on the River Campus alone, but
we do not yet have an official count.® To begin advocating for a safer environment for birds, we first
need to accurately know how many birds our windows are killing, and which buildings pose the greatest
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